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People attending the Inauguration are overjoyed with excitement as Barack Obama, the first African-American U.S. President, is sworn into office. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


WHAT AFRICAN AMERICAN 
HISTORY MONTH 
MEANS FOR US ALL 



Participants at the Obama Inauguration. 


Some called it a March to Freedom. 
Others called it a pilgrimage. Regard¬ 
less, the unprecedented numbers of 
people who came to President Obama’s 
inauguration wanted to be part of a his¬ 
toric moment: the election of an African 
American president. Their emotion and 
optimism was testament to people’s pro¬ 
found collective longing for a just Amer¬ 
ica where every person actually matters. 

Now that President Obama has been 
sworn into office, the question is how 
can we insure that we achieve our vi¬ 
sion of change for the American people? 

African American History Month, 
in February, may be a place to start. 
Although the holiday is normally 
a time of celebrating the achieve¬ 
ments of individual African Ameri¬ 
cans, this year conditions necessitate 
that we discuss solutions to the dete¬ 
riorating situation of the Black masses. 

Today, one of three Black youth 
is in poverty. The Black unemploy¬ 
ment rate rose from 10.7 in January 
2008 to 11.9 in December 2008. Black 
families on average hold one-tenth the 
wealth of white families. There has 
been a 40 percent increase in Black 
teens murdered since 2003. HIV, a 
disease of poverty, disproportionately 
affects Blacks. There is a dispropor¬ 
tionate number of Blacks in prisons. 

This dangerous situation facing the 
African American poor is not happening 
in a vacuum. It is part of a process that is 
pulling millions of all colors and nation¬ 
alities into poverty, and it is a harbinger 
of the future for everyone if we do not 
unite in a fight for our common needs. 

Today, every sector of the economy 
is losing millions of jobs. Nearly 46 
million Americans are without health¬ 
care. An estimated 36.2 million people 
struggled against hunger last year. The 


demand at food banks is up 
15-20%. That’s one in eight 
Americans. Growing num¬ 
bers of Americans are going 
without other basic necessi¬ 
ties such as water and heat. 

Clearly, it is not pos¬ 
sible for the African Ameri¬ 
can working masses to make 
dramatic advances while 
the working class (which 
most African Americans be¬ 
long to) is sliding backward. 

No problem can be solved 
without examining what lies 
at its root. Today, millions of 
jobs have been permanently 
lost with the advent of com¬ 
puters and robots. Without a 
job, people cannot buy and 
the system begins to break 
down. The Black workers, 
who have historically been 
the last hired, and first fired, 
are the first to feel the ef¬ 
fects. Today, the economic 
crisis is affecting ever wider 
sections of the population. 

Millions of Americans 
have enormous hope that 
President Obama will make 
the dramatic changes that are needed. 
We cannot rely solely on the president. 
What an individual wants, and the color 
of their skin, is not part of the job de¬ 
scription of president. The economic 
laws of the system restrict what any 
president can do politically since the 
corporate-run government operates 
to maximize profit. Today, the system 
must put an end to the good standard 
of living that was once possible for a 
small section of workers. The president 
is expected to supervise this process. 

The real question is how revolu- 
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tionaries can work to unite the strug¬ 
gle of the millions of dispossessed 
Americans, regardless of background 
or color? Fundamental change cannot 
occur without the unity of those who 
are forced out of the system and into 
poverty. The key to bringing about that 
unity is to show people that they must 
build a powerful movement that forces 
the government to provide the food, 
clothing, healthcare, education, utilities 
and the other necessities that everyone 
needs. Such a focus will set the basis 
for the people to carry on the fight for 
the strategic goal: a whole new society. 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 

To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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THE ECONOMY: 
ILLUSIONS AND REALITY 


“Cast aside illusions!” is the indis¬ 
pensable first step in grappling with 
crisis. An illusion is a false impression 
of reality. No problem can be solved 
that is not accurately described. Il¬ 
lusion prevents an accurate and ob¬ 
jective description of a problem. As 
our nation slips deeper into crisis, 
the main tactic of the ruling class has 
been to prevent the people from ac¬ 
curately describing the problem, of¬ 
fering them one illusion after another. 

The first and fundamental illusion 
is that the current crisis is within the 
system and caused by greed and mis¬ 
management. The reality is that this 
is a crisis of the system. It is easier to 
accept a shallow and superficial illu¬ 
sion than to understand complex re¬ 
ality. However, the crisis is at such a 
point that revolutionaries must master 
the complex way the system works 
or they cannot describe the problem. 

A fundamental characteristic of the 
capitalist system is that competition be¬ 
tween capitalists produces more com¬ 
modities than the market can absorb. If 
there is a market for ten cars, then ten 
capitalists will produce ten cars each. 
The ensuing battle for the market com¬ 
pels every capitalist to cut the cost of 
production. Labor saving machinery, 
speed-up and wage cuts lower the cost 
of production, but also lower the pur¬ 


Autoworkers and supporters protest the present economic situation in front of the auto show in Detroit. 
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chasing power of the working class, 
increasing the glut of products on the 
market. The result is the periodic slow¬ 
ing down or stopping of production un¬ 
til the surplus is purchased or destroyed. 
Then the race for the market starts 
again. This is crisis within the system. 

What is different today? The capital¬ 
ist system rests on the buying and selling 
of labor power — that is what creates 
value. In the struggle for the market, 
new electronic productive equipment 
was developed that did not simply make 
labor more efficient, it replaced it. As 
more and more capitalists are forced to 
use robotics, jobs disappear and labor 
power becomes obsolete. As a result 
more and more production is carried on 
with less and less labor. Inevitably more 
money flows into the hands of fewer 
and fewer capitalists while the mass of 
the workers become poorer and poorer 
as their wages decline and jobs disap¬ 
pear. Finally the point is reached when 


the people of the world are too poor to 
consume what the world has produced. 
Unsold products pile up, retailers cut or¬ 
ders, factories close down, and bills and 
mortgages are not paid. Banks do not 
dare lend money to businesses than might 
fail or to workers who may become un¬ 
employed. Without the grease of credit 
the gears of the system grind to a halt. 

Conventional wisdom has it that 
since the drying up of the market caused 
the depression, then all that is needed 
is to create a market. This, it is said, 
can be done by guaranteeing business 
loans and putting spending money in 
the hands of the people. This was the 
essence of Roosevelt’s “New Deal.” 

It didn’t work. It took the destruc¬ 
tion and gigantic market of World War 
II to again grease the gears and expand 
the market. The Great Depression 
was the beginning of the final stage of 
the capitalist system. Today, the en¬ 
tire world is capitalist and there is no¬ 


where to expand. The crisis within the 
system becomes deadly as it is joined 
by the crisis created by new, labor¬ 
replacing means of production that at¬ 
tack the very foundation of the system. 

The illusion is we can spend our way 
out of the crisis. The reality is that this 
system, like all those before it, is com¬ 
ing to an end. A new system of social 
control over finance, production and 
distribution is already forming. Will 
the new system be shaped to the ben¬ 
efit of the billionaire ruling class or to 
the benefit of the mass of people? The 
question will be answered in our favor 
if millions of people become clear about 
the problem and their vision. They must 
become socially active and impose 
a democratic economy that reflects a 
democratic political system. The first 
step is to cast aside illusion and grapple 
with this difficult and dangerous reality. 
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The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from 
readers. Feel free to contribute. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 
720821, San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at 
spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


Why I Believe Christians 

Should Call For Healthcare Reforms 


By John “Hal” Knapp 

Many Christians are against health¬ 
care reforms. The buzz words come up 
that it is “socialized medicine” and “we 
have the world’s best healthcare; why 
tamper with that?” Do we really have the 
world’s best health care for everybody? 
No, we are 37th, according to the World 
Health Organization. Yes, we have a 
system that works very well for the very 
rich. I find it incredible, a paradox, that 
Christians, who are supposed to care for 
the needy, can take a stand that they know 
will cut off their brothers in Christ. They 
take a stand for a system that practices 
denial for “pre-existing health issues,” 
a stand they know will cut out people 
who need care, a stand that will cut off 
those that are between jobs, too well off 
to qualify for Medicaid, but not well 
off enough to buy medical insurance. 

The Bible says, “love your neigh¬ 
bor as yourself,” Leviticus 19:18, and 
Matthew 19:19. Furthermore, our Lord 
made it narrower, “I give a new com¬ 
mandment, love one another as I have 
loved you,” John 13:34. Any genuinely 
born again Christian could not stand the 
fact that their brothers in Christ cannot 
obtain needed medical insurance. What 
if you are sick a long time, not work¬ 
ing, so you can’t keep up with the in¬ 
surance premium? Cancer can also very 
easily use up your total lifetime insur¬ 


ance benefit; not to mention, insurance 
companies do cheat and deny claims; 
happens way more than just once. 

I agree with the National Coordinator 
of Healthcare-NOW. She said she was 
reminded of the Biblical story when Je¬ 
sus was so angry with the money-chang¬ 
ers in the temple that he drove them out 
with a whip. “That’s how I feel about the 
insurance companies,” she said. “They 
must leave the healthcare system. They 
are stealing our money and our health.” 

Please read Romans 13:1-7; we 
need to see our healthcare as a part of 
our public defense system; they are our 
military in the war against disease. We 
don’t pay deductible or co-pay to the 
Army, Navy, Air Force or Marines. Our 
taxes pay for this military, and should 
pay for our “healthcare military” also. 
This is a public defense issue. Some 
called it “socialized medicine.” What 
about our socialized police department? 
Isn’t this communism, too? Frankly, I 
am glad we have this little bit of com¬ 
munism, and I hope the police come if 
I am ever perpetrated. Socialized fire 
department? I’m glad we have this lit¬ 
tle bit of communism too. I hope they 
come if my house catches fire. Our 
healthcare is a police, a military, and a 
fire department, chasing the bad guys 
we know as diseases. Our public school, 
socialized education? I’m glad we 
have this little bit of communism, too. 


This little bit of communism has done 
much good regarding almost eliminat¬ 
ing illiteracy. What Would Jesus Do? 

The late Rev Larry Burkett of 
“Christian Financial Concepts” 
preached against it. He said that the 
church should provide the insurance 
for members that are unable to obtain it 
on their own. I see his idea in the ideal; 
but in reality, the churches mostly are 
unable to afford health insurance for 
members who can’t afford it on their 
own. The church needs to get the law 
changed to make health care affordable. 

Most Christians are pro-life, mean¬ 
ing anti-abortion. I too believe abor¬ 
tion is wrong; however, my purpose for 
bringing this up isn’t to enforce my view 
to the pro-choice group, but to speak to 
the pro-life group. When somebody dies 
because they lack health insurance, that 
is an abortion too, every bit as much as 
suctioning the fetus out of a pregnant 
woman is. Every year 18,000 Ameri¬ 
cans die because they lack medical in¬ 
surance. If you believe that abortion 
is wrong, IS IT ANY LESS WRONG 
TO END THE LIFE OF SOME¬ 
BODY THAT HAS BEEN BORN? 

I am for a single-payer health care, like 
HR 676.1 really believe AFFORDABLE 
HEALTHCARE IS A RIGHT! It is time 
we claim it as a RIGHT! I believe the 
Bible does speak of universal healthcare. 
You may also find in Acts Fourth Chap- 



The Macomb Homeless Coalition in 
Warren, Michigan holds a candlelight 
vigil outside a Salvation Army shelter 
to remember homeless people in 
Macomb County who have died 
this year. A 2007 survey found 1142 
homeless people in the suburban 
Detroit county. More than 150 were 
children. 
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ter where believers shared their posses¬ 
sions to make sure nobody was in want. 

John “Hai” Knapp is folk musi¬ 
cian/singer/songwriter and activ¬ 
ist for affordable health care for ALL 
and also a born-again Christian. 


LORD’S HOUSE OF PRAYER, 
BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


By Lenette Evans 

Pastor Dan Miller is Pastor at First 
Assembly Of God Church in St. Joseph, 
Michigan. When he came to the Ben¬ 
ton Harbor area 20 years ago, coming 
from Wahpeton, North Dakota, (where 
he was pastoring), his heart broke for 
the people of Benton Harbor and the 
community. His vision was to have a 
place in the community where people 
of all walks of life could come—white, 
Black, Hispanics, youth, homeless and 
poor people — to be able to pray for 
the needs of people and circumstances 
in our community, to reach those who 
are hurting, who suffer with alco¬ 
hol, drug addictions, prostitution and 
abuse. When the church purchased the 


Fairplain Assembly Of God, at Broad¬ 
way/Napier, it was a vision that Pastor 
Dan was about to see become a reality. 

On June 16, 2008, THE LORD’S 
HOUSE OF PRAYER (formally 
the Fairplain Assembly Of God) 
opened its doors. It’s not about de¬ 
nomination but when people from 
different Christian fellowships 
can come together and PRAY! 

There was a lot of preparation and 
planning in bringing God’s plan and 
purpose for the community together. 
There was a lot of hard work on Pastor 
Dan and Andrew Gackle’s part, meet¬ 
ing with church leaders in the commu¬ 
nity, contacting over 25 area churches, 
letting them know about the Lord’s 
House Of Prayer, involving different 
churches in the work and planning, 


meeting with Prayer Watch Leaders 
of people from various churches, and 
scheduling the hours of operation. 

Community Prayer Watch times 
are Monday through Fridays at 6 
- 8 a.m., 12-2 p.m., and 6 - 8p.m. 
Wednesdays from 12-2 p.m. is an Is¬ 
rael prayer Watch and Thursdays from 
4:30 - 6 p.m. is a Youth Prayer Watch 

We encourage everyone to come out 
and visit and to truly be a part of this 
powerful prayer watch which is com¬ 
pletely led by the anointing of the holy 
spirit and a Prayer Watch Leader. Bring 
friends,neighbors,churches,andothers. 

It’s about coming together and mak¬ 
ing a difference in a community that 
needs Jesus Christ. Prayer produces 
power, the power to heal and power to 
save. James 5:16 —“The effectual fer¬ 


vent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” Let’s all pray diligently, bring¬ 
ing hope andpositive changes everyday 
to our community and winning the lost! 

In Nashville, Tennessee, as well 
as Chicago, Kalamazoo and across 
the globe, we have people living on 
the streets who have nothing. Every- 
time people come together it is an 
opportunity to fight poverty. Won’t 
you be a part of the Prayer Watch? 


Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Email: 

Savingsoulsl@ 
yahoo.com 
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“I AM OSCAR GRANT...are you?” 


By Alicia Criado 
Social Justice Coordinator 
for the Women’s Economic 
Agenda Project 

Editor s note: The following is taken 
from a longer article. Go to www.peo- 
plestribune.org to see the full version. 

OAKLAND, Calif.—This article 
contains excerpts from an interview 
with Danielle Mahones, one of the or¬ 
ganizers of the Coalition Against Po¬ 
lice Executions (CAPE) who helped 
to plan the January 14 march and rally 
regarding the police shooting of Oscar 
Grant. Danielle is the Executive Di¬ 
rector of CTWO, the Center for Third 
World Organizing, based in Oakland. 

On January 1 at 2:15 a.m., the first 
day in the supposed year of change and 
hope, a 22-year old black man, Oscar 
Grant III, was executed by police on the 
platform of the Fruitvale BART station 
in Oakland, California. Brother Grant 
was laying on his stomach, cooperating 
with Johannes Mehserle—the officer 
who has since resigned from the depart¬ 
ment and been charged with murder— 
when he was mortally wounded in the 


back. The incident happened in front 
of hundreds of eyewitnesses and was 
captured on camera. Unfortunately, 
Brother Grant is another casualty of 
the everyday humiliation and harass¬ 
ment black and brown folks experience 
by the police. The exact reason for the 
chilling murder still remains unknown. 

A group of concerned organizers 
and individuals in the Bay Area formed 
CAPE in response to the January 1 ex¬ 
ecution of Oscar Grant III, and all po¬ 
lice executions. Since the formation of 
CAPE, several town hall meetings, or¬ 
ganizing sessions, rallies, marches, civil 
disobedience, and social unrest have 
erupted locally, nationally and world¬ 
wide to protest the killing of Brother 
Grant III. However, most of the media 
coverage has focused on the violent 
outrage and rioting that resulted from 
anger, frustration and darn right op¬ 
pression that our communities, working 
poor and poor folks have experienced 
due to the police. Oscar Grant, Sean 


Bell and Amadou Diallo are not alone. 

AC: What role did you play 
in CAPE and planning for the 
Oscar Grant demonstrations? 

DM: I helped to plan the second 
march and rally in Downtown Oak¬ 
land. I helped coordinate the secu¬ 
rity efforts and served as one of the 
police liaisons. We were there to en¬ 
sure our people and community were 
safe throughout the protest and ulti¬ 
mately protect them FROM the police. 

AC: What were the key elements 
at play in interacting with the police? 

DM: First, it should be recognized 
that our protest was to show our militancy 
and get our demands heard while being 
peaceful. Due to this, we had many op¬ 
posing factors, including the police that 
showed up in paramilitary gear. What a 
problematic dichotomy. It riles people up 
while throughout our program we were 
asking folks to stay calm and peaceful. 

AC: What challenges has CAPE 
encountered in regards to getting the 
demands met? What stage is CAPE at 
now in regards to getting the demands 
met? What role have you played in this ? 

DM: CAPE has a good start on the de¬ 
mands but they haven’t been published 

anywhere, and 
so I’m not sure 
how many peo¬ 
ple are aware 
of the demands 
[they are listed 
below]. There 
is so much 
opportunity 
to channel 
the energy of 
people that re¬ 
ally want to 
do something 
like getting 
these demands 
met and con¬ 
tinue to fight 
back against police brutality and ex¬ 
ecutions. So many folks that are sup¬ 
porting CAPE are not affiliated with 
organizations, or consider themselves 
activists. We have an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity, but more attention needs to be 
placed on how to keep people engaged. 

A Summary of CAPE’s Demands 
and Beliefs: 

1. We want the immediate ar¬ 
rest, indictment, and prosecution of 
BART police officer Johannes Meh¬ 
serle for the murder of Oscar Grant III. 

We believe Oscar Grant III was 
maliciously murdered, robbed of his 
human and civil rights, and killed, in 
part, because of his race, class, youth, 
and dress which constitutes a clas¬ 
sic case of racial profiling at best, and 
at worst a systemic BART philosophy 
of harassment, intimidation and vio¬ 
lence as regards it patrons and citizens. 

2. We want the release of the names 
and suspension of all the officers accom¬ 
panying Officer Mehserle on January 1, 
2009 at the Fruitvale BART shooting 



Thousands Rally for Justice for Oscar Grant in Oakland, 
California. Grant was killed by BART police. 
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Protest for justice for Oscar Grant. 
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until a thorough 
and comprehen¬ 
sive investigation 
has taken place. 

We believe 
that Officer Meh¬ 
serle’s actions 
were not a case 
of a ‘bad apple’, 
but indicative of 
a particular men¬ 
tality and culture 
within BART po¬ 
lice in particular 
and law enforce¬ 
ment in general 
that views young, 
black males as 
suspects, crimi¬ 
nals, and enemies. 

3. We want a public review of BART 
history, police policy, strategy, and phi¬ 
losophy to assess whether (A) BART 
police are really needed and (B), if 
needed, whether or not they need guns. 

We believe that the BART police force 
operates from policies and attitudes that 
are biased, militaristic, and racist and 
this philosophy is manifested in the ac¬ 
tions and attitudes of its officers. Conse¬ 
quently, we recommend a citizen review 
of all such policies with the intent of cre¬ 
ating a citizen review board to monitor 
excessive force, supervise implementa¬ 
tion of diversity training and conduct an 
analysis on whether funds allocated for 
police might best be used differently. 

4. We want BART, in the spirit 
of restorative justice, to make com¬ 
munity restitution, in part, by fund¬ 
ing community based healing centers 
throughout the city for grief counsel¬ 
ing, conflict resolution, and healing. 

We believe that the murder of Oscar 
Grant III is the latest chapter and Oak¬ 
land’s version of police, intra-communi¬ 
ty, terrorist and war violence that pres¬ 
ently engulfs the planet. Only through 
concerted effort, understanding, and 
dedicated work and discipline can our 
city extricate itself from this madness. 
Institutions whose sole purpose is the 
healing of hearts (that have been wound¬ 
ed by violence) are needed throughout 
the world to show our communities, na¬ 
tion, and world that there is a better way. 

AC: Do you feel the CAPE coalition 
is working with or against competing 
agendas that see the Oscar Grant case 
in a broader context like systemic so¬ 
cietal poverty, class, violence issues? 

DM: Beyond immediate justice for 
Oscar Grant there needs to be a compre¬ 
hensive review of BART police and es¬ 


pecially the Oakland Police Department. 
If we don’t figure out a way to police 
the police then all the organizing, pro¬ 
testing, rallies don’t matter. Demands 
and strategies need to focus on policy 
changes that will stop us living in an 
age were we’ve gotten complacent with 
“everyday humiliations” of our people. 
The police have us trained to think that 
brown and black, poor and homeless 
people are walking targets. Whether 
someone is homeless living on the street, 
or he’s a black man he should have to 
expect harassment from the police. But 
when it gets to murder, it gets to furor. 

AC: What are the lessons to be 
drawn to keep the coalition/protest 
on course to fight for the justice we 
need more so than other groups? 

DM: What I hope does happen is that 
CAPE continues and not just around or¬ 
ganizing protests, but planning strategy. 
Especially for folks not involved in or¬ 
ganizing. Police brutality work is need¬ 
ed in Oakland. Around the nation, Po¬ 
lice Review Boards have not worked, so 
we need to begin researching what has. 
There also needs to be research done 
on when it was decided that the police 
could start tazering people. There are too 
many people that have experienced feel¬ 
ing dehumanized by the police or know 
someone who is constantly harassed by 
the police and so we cannot continue 
to accept their continual only two re¬ 
sponses: over the top or no response. 

If we are truly fighting for the poor and 
oppressed people around the world, we 
must continue to stand in solidarity and 
ensure that Brother Grant receives jus¬ 
tice, but more importantly we must send 
a message to the world that we will NOT 
allow for the continued ruthless and bru¬ 
tal killing of our sisters and brothers in 
the streets of Oakland, Gaza.. .nowhere! 


Send Us Your Stories of Police Violence 

Outrageous incidents of police violence are occurring across the 
country. If you’ve witnessed such incidents or are aware of them, send 
your stories to the People’s Tribune at info@peoplestribune.org. Please 
limit your article to 600 words. You can also see these stories at www. 
peoplestribune.org. 
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OBSERVERS OFFER THEIR HOPES 
FOR AN OBAMA PRESIDENCY 



Inauguration photos. 



On KPFK Radio s “Beautiful Strug¬ 
gle, ” in Los Angeles, speakers were 
asked about the joy of the Obama inau¬ 
guration and the changes people need. 
Below are some excerpts from their 
comments: 

“The election of Obama is not a sin¬ 
gular sensation. It is an across the world 
joy, a leap of faith and relief. We should 
take advantage of the day. But let us not 
forget that Barak Obama is not Jesus 
Christ. We are still going to have to fight 
poverty and racism. What are the condi¬ 
tions that must change in my state? 

“Michigan leads the nation in many 
sad areas. We’re number one in foreclo¬ 
sures, number one in unemployment. 
We had 45,000 individual households 
last year that had their water disconnect¬ 
ed. We lead the nation in some of the 
most horrible things. I heard it said the 


PHOTOS /ADRIAN C. GARCIA 

other day that just like we were upset 
during the period of the MLK struggles 
to have young people sitting in the back 
of bus, we should be equally as upset to¬ 
day because young people are dead in 
the back of the hearse. We lead the na¬ 
tion in assaults of young people against 
young people. These are all symptoms 
of the problem. 

“What we need in Michigan and 
across the National Welfare Rights 
spectrum is jobs. Technology used to 
enhance employment. Now technology 
is so good it replaces the need for work¬ 
ers. In Michigan welfare recipients and 
a one-child household of two must make 
it on less than $420 a month in income. 
With that you have to pay for your rent, 
your lights and gas and water and every¬ 
thing else.Welfare recipients get what 
amounts to $3.71 per person per day per 
household for food. It’s not possible. I 


“I’m very excited. I became a citizen 
this past year. I have been living in this 
country for 25 years. Obama was my 
first vote. I am very concerned that he 
helps out the Latin population. There 
are 10-20 million people that really 
need his help. People are struggling just 
for something to eat.” — Salvador 

“Bush was a spoiled rich kid and a 
cowboy and he empowered that mental¬ 
ity. Now we as community organizers 
got a president that was a community 
organizer. We need to take that social 
capital. We need to get together. We have 
young people who know what that is 
now. They see a man that was a commu¬ 
nity organizer who was most prepared 
to tackle the most important job on the 
planet. We really got to take advantage 
of the fact that there is a community or¬ 
ganizer in the president.” — Mike 

”1 feel that Obama being the first 
Black president has really made a differ¬ 
ence. I am a youth in South Central. I’m 
15.1 see kids my age that have given up. 
This gives them hope.” -— Brooklyn 


know this is not India. I know this is not 
Darfur. I know this is not a place where 
people are living inside trash cans. But 
we’re one step away from that. 

“We are already in contact with this 
wonderful young man in the White 
House — we knew he was going to the 
mountaintop before he got there so we 
have already been sending him things. 
We have to do something about this 
poverty issue. We can fight race, but at 
the end of the day, unless people have 
a chance and a choice and the opportu¬ 
nity to have enough money to make a 
decision on where and how they live, 
it’s not going to matter. We have to fight 
the twin towers of evil, both poverty and 
racism. This will be our organizational 
thrust.” 

— Maureen Taylor, Chair, 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organi¬ 
zation 


“I am so excited that Obama got to 
be president. I am going to be writing 
a letter to Obama as a school project. I 
really agree with his idea about talking 
first, then war. But I don’t really agree 
about the war part. I think we should just 
only talk. I am really excited that Mc¬ 
Cain did not win because —oh my God 

— we already had eight years of that!” 

— Orrey 


“I am very ecstatic. I 
look forward to a won¬ 
derful change. But as a 
people, and for every na- 
tionity, we have to help 
the situation for change. 
Barak is in a very diffi¬ 
cult situation right now. 
It is going to take time. I 
hope that people under¬ 
stand that. We have to 
help each other to make 
it happen.” — Shaunda 
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THE ELECTION MEANS WHAT WE 
WANT IT TO MEAN 


The People’s Tribune thanks Adrian C. 
Garcia, the photographer who contrib¬ 
uted all of the photos on these pages. 
The photos were taken at the inaugura¬ 
tion in Washington, D.C. 


By Cathleen Williams 


The crowd gathered in front of the 
giant flat-screen TV and exploded with 
cries, tears and shouts of jubilation and 
I was there. It was exactly 10 p.m. Mis¬ 
souri time, and a thousand campaign 
volunteers had gathered in this St. Louis 
ballroom, still scarcely believing that 
Barack Obama could possibly be elected 
president by this deeply divided, fright¬ 
ened nation in the grip of economic col¬ 
lapse and senseless war. 

When the news came we leapt into 
the air as one. Stranger reached for 
stranger in passionate embrace. The 
freedom movement - that long march 
toward healing division, fear, and, yes, 
racial hatred, that long march toward 
equality and dignity for African Ameri¬ 
cans and toward a unified movement in 
this multi-cultural nation - now had tak¬ 
en, in this momentous election, another 
necessary step. In the moment of vic¬ 
tory, all of us in that St. Louis ballroom 
felt the great wheel of history turn. 

I had come to St. Louis in the days 
before the election to join hundreds of 
others in this deeply contested state an¬ 
swering calls at the state-wide voter hot 
line from anxious voters - many phon¬ 
ing to locate their polling places and 


some learning they could not legally 
vote because they were not properly 
“registered,” under Missouri’s restric¬ 
tive election law; while others preparing 


to go to the polls for the first time, want¬ 
ed to know exactly what this strange 
process called “voting” involved; and a 
few who hurled tortured epithets of ra¬ 
cial hatred. 

I saw first-hand the reach of the 
Obama campaign - thousands of volun¬ 
teers going door to door to register voters 


by the October 8 deadline - to distrib¬ 
ute voting information, even on election 
day itself; thousands calling for weeks 
to encourage and remind Obama voters 


and recruit volunteers; 1200 volunteer 
lawyers in Missouri standing in the poll¬ 
ing places to protect voters from being 
denied their ballots and preparing legal 
challenges to the count; even a roving 
“comfort team” that brought chairs for 
elderly voters standing in line and food 
for Obama poll workers as well as free 


taxi services and squads of field workers 
giving rides to the polling places. Each 
volunteer at the state-wide hotline had 
a laptop computer that allowed instant 
access to voter information. It was ef¬ 
ficient, it was inspired and it worked. 

The most poignant call for me was 
from a man who asked, “Is there any 
way to get a job? I got laid off. They just 
turned off the electricity.” I had no an¬ 
swer. “I bet there are others in your fam¬ 
ily who are dependent on you,” I said. 
Sympathy was all I had to offer. “Five 
of my children are looking at me right 
now,” he replied. I put down the phone 
and covered my face for a moment with 
my hands. 

This is the question on everyone’s 
lips. How do I get a job? What does 
the election of Barack Obama mean 
for people desperate for jobs, housing, 
health care? 

My feeling is that the election means 
what we make it mean. Let’s use the en¬ 
ergy in that St. Louis ballroom and all 
across the country to get what we need 
and want by reaching out ourselves, tak¬ 
ing advantage of the possibilities of In¬ 
ternet organizing, publicizing the strug¬ 
gle to realize our real demands, both 
inside the network of Obama supporters 
and beyond it. 




Luis Rodriguez, award¬ 
winning author and 
poet, a leading gang 
expert and Los Angeles 
community leader, com¬ 
ments on KPFK radio 
about some changes he 
would like to see. 

“We are trying to see 
if we can get President 
Obama to accept certain 
policy changes. For exam¬ 
ple, that we begin to turn 
around this incredible im¬ 
prisonment of young peo¬ 
ple in our poor communi¬ 


ties. That might be a hard thing for him 
to do. I think the problem is that he is 
still being surrounded by the old rulers. 
In other words, they are still running the 
game. I think they have to pay attention 
to the fact that the people put Obama in 
power. The people will determine how 
far we are going to go. 

“We would like, for example, for 
Obama to look at the arts policy, and 
to bring arts back into the center of the 
country. He did this with poetry and 
Elizabeth Alexander who was only the 
fourth poet in U.S. history to be an in¬ 
augural poet. This is the kind of change 
we want. We want, for example, real 
art centers and independent bookstores 
that bring back a community flavor in¬ 




stead of these malls which are destroy¬ 
ing the spirit of community. We have a 
gang intervention model that was cre¬ 
ated here. Black and brown and also 
white and Irish and Asian participated to 
create this model. It’s the only model of 
its kind in the country. It was accepted 
by the L.A. City Council last year. We 
would like to take this model out and see 
if Obama can also consider the kind of 
model we’re talking about which would 
provide real resources to young people. 
So, there’s a number of things that we 
are going to work on while Obama is 
president to change the way urban poli¬ 
cy is dealt with in this country. 

“Young people are really taking this 
change [represented by Obama’s elec¬ 
tion] to heart. They are living in a very 
important historical moment when they 
can actually make a difference. Obama 
has opened up the important concept that 
we’re entitled to change and that things 
can change. I think the biggest problem 
will be the actual system itself, that it 
will hold him back, that he will not be 
able to do everything that he is trying to 
do, that they will try to find the ways to 
make profit off of everything that hap¬ 
pens. We have to be as committed as 
the young people. The real thing is our 
own ability and capacity to change this 
world. That’s what’s important to young 
people and everyone should prepare.” 
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VOICES FROM THE “RUST BELT” 

The once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of the future for 
all of America if people do not act. For this reason, the People’s Tribune devotes monthly pages to the crisis in the Rust Belt. 
Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


Unions Meet to Push for 
“Medicare for All” Healthcare 



St. Louis - More than 150 union lead¬ 
ers from 31 states gathered in St. Louis 
last weekend to step up a grassroots cam¬ 
paign to enact comprehensive national 
healthcare reform. The group is promot¬ 
ing a single-payer plan, which would 
work like an improved and expanded 
Medicare program to cover everyone. 

The national kick-off meeting was 
convened by Labor for Single-Payer 
Healthcare, a campaign spearheaded 
by scores of trade union organiza¬ 
tions. The national single-payer bill, 
HR 676 - expected to be reintroduced 
in Congress later this month - has been 
endorsed by 39 state AFL-CIO federa¬ 
tions, 100 Central Labor Councils, and 
more than 400 local unions. The bill 
has 92 co-sponsors in Congress, more 
than any other health care reform bill. 

In 2007, the national AFL-CIO Exec¬ 
utive Council also adopted a resolution in 
support of the Medicare for All approach. 

Speakers at the conference in¬ 
cluded three members of the national 
AFL-CIO Executive Council, three 
AFL-CIO state federation presidents, 
three Central Labor Council presidents 
along with many other major union 
leaders. A list of conference speak¬ 
ers is at the end of this news release. 

Over the course of two days, del¬ 
egates vigorously discussed strate¬ 
gies to promote single payer reform 
while also developing the new campai 
gn’s mission statement, governance 
structure and a grassroots action plan. 

“Poll after poll shows that the public 
supports a Medicare for All approach, 
yet a lot of policy makers think it is po¬ 
litically unrealistic,” said United Elec¬ 
trical Workers Regional President Carl 
Rosen, a leader of the recent occupa¬ 
tion by workers at Republic Windows 
and Door in Chicago. “However our 


economic future de¬ 
pends on making the 
right policy choices 
on health care — and 
that’s single payer.” 

“Our members have 
been active promoting 
real health care reform 
in nearly every munic¬ 
ipality in California. I 
am excited about the 
Labor Campaign’s 
potential to expand 
this work across the 
rest of America,” said 
Clyde Rivers, a mem¬ 
ber of the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council and 
past president of the 
California School Em¬ 
ployees Association. 

“President-elect 
Obama has invited 
Americans to join a 
national dialogue on 
how to solve our na¬ 
tional healthcare crisis. Labor and 
grassroots activists around the country 
are responding with a clear and emphat¬ 
ic message - a single-payer plan such as 
HR 676 is the only way to protect Amer¬ 
ican families from skyrocketing medical 
costs and the d isgraceful denials of care 
so common in the current system,” said 
Rose Ann DeMoro, executive director 
of the California Nurses Association/ 
National Nurses Organizing Committee. 

“In virtually every contract nego¬ 
tiation, employers are seeking to shift 
the cost of healthcare to workers, re¬ 
sulting in contentious bargaining and 
many strikes. For the vast majority of 
workers without a union, the situation 
is even more desperate. A publicly fi¬ 
nanced, national healthcare plan simi¬ 


lar to our Medicare system that could 
efficiently cover all Americans is the 
only solution that will control costs, in¬ 
crease access and improve the quality of 
care,” said Jeff Crosby, president of the 
North Shore Labor Council, AFL-CIO. 

“Our campaign will promote grass¬ 
roots labor support for a Medicare for 
All solution to the healthcare crisis. 
We will educate and mobilize broad 
membership support for healthcare re¬ 
forms that would take basic healthcare 
benefits 4 off the table’ and allow our 
unions to focus on pay, working con¬ 
ditions, and other important benefits 
in collective bargaining,” said Nancy 
Wohlforth, a vice president of the Cali¬ 
fornia Federation of Labor and a leader 
of the Office and Professional Em¬ 


ployees International Union (OPEIU). 

around the Wall Street financial col¬ 
lapse and how to fix it. As currently 
designed, the government bailouts will 
fail, no matter how many trillions of 
dollars they give to the bas while per¬ 
manent housing is under construction. 

This is a Press Release from the La¬ 
bor Campaign for Single Payer Health¬ 
care Founding Meeting in St. Louis at 
http://laborforsinglepayer. org 


A Timely Call to Arms on Healthcare 


The decision of scores of labor leaders who met in St. Louis, 
Missouri, to chart a new course in the fight for Singlepayer 
Healthcare is not just a good idea, but a bold step forward in 
these tough economic times. One veteran union leader la¬ 
mented that, for the first time in his career, he recently 


signed a contract that he didn’t agree with. Not a few pre 
senters spoke of how their own sons and daughters have NO 
healthcare. While the country is in the mood for HOPE and 
CHANGE, this call to arms could not be more timely. 

— Claire McClinton 
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Low-Income 
Workers Picket 
Kalamazoo Company 
To Demand Back Wages 



From the Kalamazoo Community 
Workers Center 


In the first public ac¬ 
tion of a newly created 
Kalamazoo Community 
Worker Center, work¬ 
ers at Option Energy in 
Oshtemo, walked an in¬ 
formational picket line 
at noon on Tuesday, 

January 13. The work¬ 
ers are demanding pay¬ 
ment of back hourly 
wages earned after their 
employer unlawfully 
misclassified their work. 

“I was working 
on broken promises. 

I worked six weeks at 
Option Energy without 
being paid a cent”, said 
Retah Lane a former 
worker on the picket line. 

“This is a case of 
Wage Theft”, said Mi¬ 
chael Evans a commu¬ 
nity organizer familiar 
with the case. “As our 
economy continues to 
deteriorate, companies 
are increasingly finding 
ways to deny workers all or part of the 
wages earned on the job”, Evans said. 


“Michigan law protects workers in these 
situations and we are working with the 
State Department of 
Labor to secure pay¬ 
ment of the back wag¬ 
es”, Evans continued. 

After receiving 
hourly compensation 
for many months, the 
workers were suddenly 
told by their employer 
that they were work¬ 
ing on a commission 
basis only. The work¬ 
ers have not been paid 
since August 2008. 

The new Kalamazoo 
Community Worker 
Center is collaborative 
effort of four Kalama¬ 
zoo organizations, in¬ 
cluding the Michigan 
Organizing Project, and 
the Kalamazoo Home¬ 
less Action Network. 

For more specific 
information about the 
time and location of 
the Informational La¬ 
bor Picket please call 
either the Michigan 
organizing Project @ 
344-1967 or the Kalamazoo Home¬ 
less Action Network @ 267-8605. 


Workers picket to de¬ 
mand back wages. 

PHOTO /MIKE EVANS 


The Future Is Up To Us! 


This column is based on excerpts 
from the book, <( The Future is Up To 
Us: A Revolutionary Talking Politics 
with the American People, ” by Nelson 
Peery. Order the book by sending $12 
to Speakers for a New America, PO 
Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

The stability of America has always 
rested upon that huge section of the 
population that had just enough to give 
them the hope that they were going to 
get some more. So long as they had 
that hope, they wouldn’t change the 
system no matter how hard they were 
hurting. They believed 
there was a golden egg 
up there somewhere. 

They were the ones 
who stabilized America. 

All of us have seen 
the magazines that 
speak frankly to rulers 
about the danger of this 
polarization of wealth 
and poverty continuing. 

It’s one thing as long as 
you can say that poverty 
is colored and it’s re¬ 
lated to lack of industri¬ 
ous, Protestant habits. When you have 
the poverty spreading out, people look 
at one another and say, “You know, 
it’s not true this is a Black problem, or 
a brown problem. It’s a problem of a 
growing section of society.” Now, the 
problem becomes — how do you stop it? 

The polarization of wealth and pov¬ 
erty isn’t somebody’s idea. It’s a result 
of changes in the mode of production. 
When products made by robotics are 
sold as if they were made by human be¬ 


ings, the capitalists get rich, and I mean 
fast! You don’t have much of a labor 
overhead and you are kicking these 
products out. Now, how do you spread 
out that wealth? You can’t, and you can¬ 
not stop the process. Some years ago, 
there were eight billionaires in Amer¬ 
ica. Well, it’s now 154. The number 
of millionaires doubled between 1995 
and 2000. Imagine where that money 
came from. Another million people 
lost a good portion of their livelihood. 

What are the billionaires to do? 
How do you stop being a billionaire? 
Go back to the old means of produc¬ 
tion? Go back to a drill press 
or a typewriter? You can’t. 
Either he is going to be a bil¬ 
lionaire tomorrow or he is 
going to be homeless. The 
capitalists have to continue 
to accumulate. That’s the 
way the system works. You 
can’t decide to quit. You’ve 
got to make more money 
and more money and more 
money or you are going to 
lose the money you’ve got. 

This polarization of 
wealth and poverty that’s so 
rampant in the western world and es¬ 
pecially in the United States, is going 
to continue. Little by little, the poor are 
going to recognize themselves as poor 
and propertyless. We have to help them 
understand that they are part of a new 
class. Any deep political response to the 
economic and social revolution depends 
on agitators and propagandists provid¬ 
ing this knowledge to the movement. 



SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Women’s History Month, 2009 

Women’s History Month, 2009 gives us a chance to focus our movement on the ideal that liberating women, beginning 
with those falling into poverty, is really about liberating all of humanity! For a full listing of all our speakers, email info@ 
speakersforanewamerica.com, visit www.speakersforanewamerica.com or call 800-691-6888 



Ethel Long-Scott 

Director, Women’s Economic 
Agenda Project 



Maureen D. Taylor 

Chair, Michigan Welfare 
Rights Union 



Cheri Honkala 

National Coordinator 
Poor Peoples Economic 
Human Rights Campaign 



Maria Martinez 

Editorial Board Member 
Tribuno del Pueblo 



Authors of 

“Teatro Chicana: A Collective 
Memoir and Selected Plays” 
are also Available to speak 


www.peoplestribune.org FEBRUARY 2009 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 9 

































UNEQUAL JUSTICE — 

THE TRAGIC CASE OF PAM KINCAID 



Pam Kincaid spoke out for justice. Kincaid is seen here speaking on the 
Homelessness Marathon in 2007, a few months before her death. This year’s 
Homelessness Marathon, which gives the homeless a voice, will be heard on 
over 100 stations on February 23. 

PHOTO /MIKE RHODES 


By Mike Rhodes 

Imagine that the mayor in your city 
is beaten almost to death on a downtown 
street. She is rushed to a hospital emer¬ 
gency room where the police interview 
her about the incident. Under ordinary 
circumstances, the police would be un¬ 
der intense pressure to bring the per¬ 
petrator of the crime to justice and the 
hospital would be expected to do every¬ 
thing necessary to provide the mayor 
with the best medical care available. 

But, what if the police refused 
to investigate the crime and the care 
the mayor received at the hospital re¬ 
sulted in her suspicious and wrong¬ 
ful death? Would the corporate media 
report the story? Would the commu¬ 
nity be outraged? Would the mayor’s 
family file a lawsuit against the hospi¬ 
tal to compensate them for their loss? 

Pamela Kincaid was not the mayor 
of Fresno. She was a homeless woman 
and the lead named plaintiff in a law¬ 
suit against the City of Fresno that suc¬ 
cessfully argued that the city was tak¬ 
ing and destroying homeless people’s 
property. The lawsuit was settled af¬ 
ter Kincaid’s death for $2.3 million, 
the largest settlement of its kind in the 
United States. The settlement money 
went to over 300 class action mem¬ 


bers - all homeless people in Fresno. 

In mid-July 2007 Kincaid was sav¬ 
agely beaten, the only known witness 
claimed that the Fresno Police Depart¬ 
ment (FPD) was involved. When she ar¬ 
rived at the emergency room of Commu¬ 
nity Medical Center the FPD was called 
and officers wrote a report but did not 
follow up on the beating, even after being 


told of an eyewitness. They ignored re¬ 
peated requests to open an investigation. 

On August 1, 2007, Kincaid was re¬ 
covering at Community Hospital. Her 
memory of the incident was improving, 
her health was getting better, and she 
was looking forward to being released. 
She was talking to her attorneys, numer¬ 
ous friends, and medical personnel, none 


of whom indicated that she was suicidal. 
Inexplicably, in the middle of the night, 
Kincaid passed a nurses station, went 
through what the hospital insists were 
locked doors attached to a loud alarm 
system and ended up on the 4th floor bal¬ 
cony. The final report from the hospital 
says Kincaid somehow got onto the bal¬ 
cony without anyone noticing and went 
over or under the 8-foot wall to her death. 

Because of Kincaid’s social and eco¬ 
nomic status there was nobody to hold 
the hospital accountable. Kincaid’s 
daughter Kayla had been taken away 
years earlier and adopted to another fam¬ 
ily. Her husband is in California State 
Prison at Avenal and because of his in¬ 
carceration could not claim that he suf¬ 
fered an economic loss due to his wife’s 
death. There was nobody who could 
legally claim a loss based on Kincaid’s 
death, therefore Community Hospital 
was not held accountable for their fail¬ 
ure to protect the health of their patient. 

Justice for the homeless, particu¬ 
larly for the homeless who dare to 
stand up for their rights, is not blind. 
It may be through understanding the 
life experiences of the poor and home¬ 
less, in their struggle with the judicial 
and legal system, that the class nature 
of this society is most clearly exposed. 


Housing IS Economic Stimulus 


By Paul Boden 

Change is certainly in the air these 
days. President-elect Obama has prom¬ 
ised to create the largest public works 
construction project “since the creation 
of the federal highway system in the 
1950s.” He has talked about funding 
work on everything from schools to sew¬ 
er systems, from green jobs to ensuring 
that “every American” has access to a 
college education. All of this is incredi¬ 
bly good news for the country as a whole. 

Our concern is that homelessness 
gets rare mention, although over 3 mil¬ 
lion people annually are now without 
a permanent roof. Family homeless¬ 
ness, in particular, is on the rise, with 
16 cities (out of 25 surveyed) report¬ 
ing more and more families being 
forced out of their homes. And yet there 
seems no clear plan of utilizing “eco¬ 
nomic recovery” programs to restore 
the draconian cuts in HUD and USD A 
affordable housing funding ($54 bil¬ 
lion a year compared to 1979) or to 
show how addressing homelessness 
can and should be part of the econom¬ 
ic revitalization of local communities. 

This is not written to be casting 
the first stones. Quite the contrary, 
this is written to raise the first voices!! 

Yes, many of us watched in despair as 


our issues were ignored during the cam¬ 
paign debates and in the party platforms. 
Homelessness as the Number One issue 
locally and yet all but ignored nationally 
was as true in the 2008 campaign as in 
2004, in 2000, in 1996 ... and on and on. 

But the country has now elected 
a president who understands what it 
means to respect the work of true com¬ 
munity organizations and to allow for 
local voices to be at the table when de¬ 
cisions are made that impact our lives. 

Local Community Development 
Corporations (CDC’s) and Housing 
Development Corporations (HDC’s) 
already exist in many communities. 
The real ones will work in partnership 
with community members and organi¬ 
zations to combine a federal reinvest¬ 
ment in affordable housing with eco¬ 
nomic stimulus activities that benefit 
everyone: street level space for creat¬ 
ing new local businesses, job train¬ 
ing connected to positions created in 
the development and management of 
the business and housing units cre¬ 
ated, the use of (and training in) smart 
Green Technology in all development. 

Tax dollars invested stay in the local 
economy through paychecks, program 
support, and purchase of materials. Many 
of the jobs created remain long after the 
construction phase is completed. Each 
dollar invested becomes a three for one 


deal with many unhoused people housed, 
many under or unemployed people gain¬ 
ing employment and new local business 
opening up, like say perhaps an actual 
grocery store in a poor neighborhood! 

Economic recovery plans are be¬ 
ing made NOW as Federal Depart¬ 
ment positions are being filled and pri¬ 
orities are being set. Congress, despite 
the lessons learned from the banking 
bail out are in a rush to release funds 
without seemingly much detail. We 
need direct petitioning from local com¬ 
munities to our federal government. 

It’s on all of us locally to come to¬ 


gether and make the call. Communities 
are in a position to make local economic 
revitalization successful. We already 
have the alliances and cumulatively we 
most definitely have the human resourc¬ 
es and the skills. But we need you, the 
reader, to join us. Call, write, dance or 
sing the White House and your federal 
representative: that affordable housing 
development, done right, is an econom¬ 
ic recovery program we can all get be¬ 
hind and benefit from for years to come. 

Paul Boden is the Executive Di¬ 
rector of Western Regional Advo¬ 
cacy Project www.wraphome.org. 



From 1996-2006, HUD funding for new public housing was $0, while over 
100,000 public housing units were demolished, sold, or removed. 
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Let’s Demand Government 
Solve Homelessness 


By Eric Jonathan Sheptock 

Washington, D.C. — President Obama 
has taken office. The Bush era is over. 
And Obama is starting out like a ball 
of fire, mandating that there be greater 
disclosure of government activities, that 
Gitmo be closed, and that everyone in 
his administration be barred from being 
a lobbyist while he remains in office. 

While this doesn’t fix our systemic 
flaws, it suggests that President Obama 
may heed the words of the American 
public. It even creates the hope that 
bottom-up change — change brought 
about by the likes of you and me — is 
possible. 

Meanwhile, the Obama rage rages 
on. People all over the nation are devis¬ 
ing agendas for the new President. In 
doing so, they are developing a social 
consciousness and getting involved in 
running the nation. No doubt his transi¬ 
tion team is being inundated with sug- 


THE TWO WORDS 


on the tip of the tongue of the soul 
as crisis after crisis happens and cries 
after cries at the end of the old year 
and new change hoping not to be same-old. 

Two words on the tongue-tip of the heart 
but one finds one can’t pronounce them, 
can’t announce them with confidence, 
determination and the pride of courage. 

Got a cell phone but why haven’t they called? 

Got a blackberry but they’re not on the menu! 

Got digital buttons for every kind of question, 
but the answer to one’s being 

a disaster like a market-crash or an invasion 
or a bombardment of innocence eludes one. 

We got a new President and as epoch-making 
and image-changing his victory, with the joy 

of the people whose forebears were slaves, 
and therefore the joy as well of the people 
whose forebears were their masters. For now 
we all really can be free. But why aren’t we? 

Because we won’t say IS, won’t utter the IS 
that’s International Socialism and throw our 
energies into the creation of it, into making it 
the irresistible power that will end the woes 

and the wails of the war-tom and the moaning 
of the women and children of this world. So 
what I wish for you is the IS of 2009 where 
those two words, first whispers on the lips 

then a river sounding the poem that’s the song 
embracing you with the meaning of the future 
with your brothers and sisters allover this world, 
and IS you IS, and IS we be, all each other’s baby. 

—Jack Hirschman 


gestions as to what changes he should 
make. Just which domestic concerns 
will take precedence with the president 
remain to be seen. 

People become homeless for a myri¬ 
ad of reasons. “All roads lead to Rome,” 
and in this case, the roads symbolize 
the various problems and social ills 
of our society — mental illness, sub¬ 
stance abuse, domestic violence, condo 
conversion, and the lack of affordable 
health care, a living wage, and afford¬ 
able housing. 

The “Rome” all of these roads lead 
to is homelessness. So it behooves 
President Obama to focus considerable 
attention on solving homelessness. In 
fact, the President could devise his en¬ 
tire domestic policy simply by setting 
up office at a homeless shelter and ad¬ 
dressing the issues of its residents. 

In so doing, he’d encounter every 
problem our nation faces. In some cas¬ 
es, the homeless person would have per¬ 
sonal experience 
with a problem — 
running from a vi¬ 
olent husband, for 
instance, or losing 
their job and their 
apartment during 
a prolonged hos¬ 
pital stay. In oth¬ 
ers, there would 
have been a trick¬ 
le-down effect 
— inflation and 
decreased buying 
power ... or cor¬ 
porate misman¬ 
agement causing 
people to lose their 
jobs and savings. 


As the President be¬ 
gan tracing each prob¬ 
lem of the homeless to 
its roots, he’d eventu¬ 
ally face every problem 
with which the nation 
is plagued. 

So when, if ever, 
will homelessness be¬ 
come a core political 
issue? That’s begin¬ 
ning to happen even 
now. Today’s headlines 
are chock full of stories 
about tent cities pop¬ 
ping up and municipal 
governments placing 
homeless families in 
motels. Then there are 
the doctors and lawyers 
taking unskilled jobs 
as waitresses and stock 
boys, and the formerly 
middle-class people 
joining the ranks of the 
homeless. 

Capitalism has run 
its course and is im¬ 
ploding on itself. The established sys¬ 
tem is unraveling right before our very 
eyes. The ranks of the middle and upper 
classes are shrinking, while the ranks of 
the poor, homeless, and dispossessed 
are swelling. 

It is just a matter of time before the 
“have-nots” have to teach the “haves” 
how to make do and to live without all of 
their creature comforts. It won’t be long 
before the issue of homelessness takes 
center stage. In the meantime, we must 
continue to confront our local, state, and 
federal governments — including Presi¬ 
dent Obama himself — and to press 



People move furniture out of the Franklin Shelter in 
Washington, D.C. The shelter was closed. 
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them for solutions to the problem. 

Let homelessness be the spot we 
continually take a punch at, like a boxer 
pounding away at one part of his op¬ 
ponent’s body. Let’s demand solutions 
to homelessness from government. Af¬ 
ter all, housing is a human right. And 
if anybody is denied it everybody is at 
risk, particularly today. 

Eric Jonathan Sheptock is a leader 
of the homeless in Washington, D. C. 


VET FREEZES TO DEATH IN HOME! 


The People’s Tribune is your paper. 
It can connect everyone’s battles. 


A 93-year-old man, a World War II veteran, 
froze to death in his home in Bay City, Michi¬ 
gan after the city limited his use of electricity. 
The Mayor responded by saying “it was unfor¬ 
tunate this man didn’t reach out.” The City 
Manager said “neighbors need to keep an eye 
on neighbors.” But, some in the community are 
correctly calling for murder charges against the 
city manager and head of the utility company! 

As people become poorer, and as utility costs 
and corporate profits skyrocket, inhumane situ¬ 
ations such as these are occurring at an alarm¬ 
ing rate. They point to why the Peoples Tri¬ 
bune is so necessary. The Peoples Tribune 
tells the truth about how the rule of corpora¬ 


tions is destroying the country. The Peoples 
Tribune strives to be a voice so the movement 
to end poverty and oppression can forge it¬ 
self into a powerful force to end corporate rule. 

We are asking our readers to donate whatever 
they can, solicit donations from people to whom 
they give the paper, and hold house meetings, 
public forums and other public events as fund¬ 
raisers for the People s Tribune. Members of the 
editorial board are available to speak at public 
meetings. E-mail info@peoplestribune.org or 
call 800-691-6888. Send donations to Peoples 
Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


THE APARTHELD 
CONDITIONS IN 
BENTON HARBOR 

By Dorothy Pinkney 

The apartheid conditions in Benton 
Harbor still continue as my husband the 
Rev. Edward Pinkney continues to fight 
for justice for the people. The power 
brokers of Whirlpool, Cornerstone Al¬ 
liance, Harbor Shores and the Benton 
Harbor City Commissioners have at¬ 
tempted to silence his voice and shackle 
his legs with their 24/7 house arrest. 

My husband is not allowed to speak 
at any church or even attend a church 
meeting. My husband expressed his 
political opinion in a newspaper article 


DONATE TO 
PINKNEY VICTORY 

The Pinkney Defense is 
making an urgent appeal. 
Please join us in making a 
commitment to ensure that 
the Pinkney’s home is not 
lost and that the Pinkneys 
are not left in dire financial 
straits because of the fight for 
justice in Benton Harbor. Your 
dollars will go for the basic 
survival of Rev. Pinkney (who 
was released from prison on 
a $10,000 appeal bond), his 
family and his legal defense. 
Send donations to: 

BANCO 
940 UNION 

BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022 


stating that GOD and only GOD would 
curse Judge Butzbaugh, his trial judge, 
unless he hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy GOD to do all that is right. It is 
obvious that this Judge Butzbaugh is do¬ 
ing a lot of wrong in his life. If he were 
doing the right things he would not be 
afraid of GOD. It must be because of this 
fear of GOD that Judge Butzbaugh and 
his partner decided unconstitutionally to 
give my husband 3 to 10 years in prison 
for quoting the Bible. My husband is the 
first preacher in the history of mankind 
to be sent to prison for quoting the Bible. 

History and those who write it often 
leave out important facts. Therefore, 
I have a problem when I hear the term 
the first black president or first preacher. 
It makes me nervous because of what 
distorted picture the powerful may be 
painting. On January 20, 2009 at 12:05 
in Washington D.C. Barack Hussein 
Obama was sworn in as the 44th Presi¬ 
dent. According to the media, Obama 
is the first black President of the Unit¬ 
ed States of America. I am here to tell 
you he is not the first black president. 
Obama is the second black president. 
John Hanson was the first (1781-1782). 
John Hanson was one of the greatest 
men who got lost in history. President 
Hanson was elected by Congress not 
only as the first black President but as 
the first President under the Articles of 
Confederation. He established the great 
seal of the United States, which all pres¬ 
idents since have been required to use 
on all official documents. He also es¬ 
tablished the first treasury department, 
the first secretary of war and the first 
foreign affairs department. President 
Barack H. Obama was definitely not the 
first black President of the United States. 
He is the first black President of the 
United States under the Constitution we 
follow today. By not recognizing John 
Hanson, the powerful slave owners and 
traders could continue their unjust ways. 

Another first that isn’t listened to 
by many preachers today is Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King, Jr.. What would Rev 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the first black 


minister to win the Nobel peace prize, 
say to the ministers today? He would 
say we need all of you. Who is it that 
is supposed to articulate the longing and 
aspirations of the people more than a 
preacher? Somehow, the preacher must 
have a kind of fire burning within his 
bones and whenever injustice is around 
he proclaims it to the world. Somehow, 
the preacher must be an Amos and pro¬ 
claim that when GOD speaks who can 
but prophesy? A preacher must proclaim 
the word as Amos, to let justice roll 
down like water and righteousness like 
a mighty stream. Somehow, the preacher 
must say that the spirit of Jesus is upon 
me because he has anointed me to deal 
with the problem of injustice. Rev Mar¬ 
tin Luther King, Jr. would say I want to 
thank all of them and I want you to thank 
all of them because so often preachers 
are not concerned about anything but 
themselves most of are just too self¬ 
ish. I am always happy to see a relevant 
ministry. We need all of you to take a 
stand for the poor and for injustice. 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. would 
say that Whirlpool is imposing a mani¬ 
fest brutal siege against the people of 
Benton Harbor similar to the Israeli 
siege of Gaza. The modalities and cir¬ 
cumstances may be somewhat differ¬ 
ent but the mentality of hatefulness 
and vindictiveness are undoubtedly the 
same. Then he would say in the end 
we will remember not the words of our 
enemies but the silence of our pastor. 



Justice rally in St. Joseph. 
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Rev. Edward and Dorothy Pinkney. 
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QUOTES FROM BENTON 
HARBOR RESIDENTS: 

“Harbor Shores Project is a falla¬ 
cy for the residents of Benton Har¬ 
bor. It is just a way for Whirlpool to 
take over our lake front property.” 

— Joyce Robinson 

“The nice words in America’s Con¬ 
stitution hold little power anymore, 
despite how often people quote 
them. The Americans who still be¬ 
lieve the Constitution protects them 
are mostly those people who have 
not yet dealt with judges and lawyers 
of America's corrupt legal system.” 

— Rev D. Smith 

“A lot residents in Benton Harbor were 
affected by Andrew Collins, a former 
Benton Harbor police officer, planting 
drugs on them. In one year over sixty- 
eight people were arrested by him in 
Benton Harbor. Over thirty cases have 
been dismissed. Numerous complaints 
were filed and nothing was done. For¬ 
mer city manager Pete Mitchell and 
Chief Mingo should be held account¬ 
able. Collins has now plead guilty in 
Federal Court to possessing five grams 
or more of crack cocaine with the intent 
to distribute it, thanks to Rev. Pinkney.” 

— Marquette Coates 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
RELIES ON 
READERS TO 
DISTRIBUTE 
PAPERS 
Order Bundles 
25 cents each 
Get the truth out! 
Call 800-691-6888, 
or write PT, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 
60654-3524 























